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Welcome/Introductions /Adoption of December 2015 EMS PI Committee Minutes:
Minutes approved as written.

°

Case involving tourniquets in the field issued by police personnel should not be removed.
i. Norfolk Fire-Rescue reported cases where Norfolk PD applied tourniquets prior to the arrival of
Norfolk Fire-Rescue units, multiple cases where it may have helped and several cases where it
would not have made a difference in the treatment of the patients. .EMS providers usually would
not remove unless there was a gross mis-application of the tourniquet.

°

Dr. Collins and Dr. Ann Kunze were originally scheduled to discuss pediatric trauma in the Hampton
roads area were not able to make it. Virginia Beach trauma center and CHKD met to speak about how
they wanted to handle the care of the pediatric patient. If the patient has been already seen at a
Trauma Center then the patient should be able to be transferred directly to CHKD for the continuum
of trauma care of the patient. The Trauma Oversite committee is seeking direction from the state and
encouraging CHKD to apply for their designation. This will be moved to the next agenda for the next
Trauma Triage Performance Improvement committee meeting. Understanding is that by July 2016
that CHKD will have at least night trauma coverage and the call schedules will be in place to address
the Trauma Care of pediatric trauma patients.

°

3’Needle Decompression in the field, there are concerns from the trauma physicians about the size of
the needles that are being utilized for Needle decompression procedures currently. All of the
literature shows that the 2.5 inch needles currently stocked in the IV boxes are not long enough to

perform the procedure and there is an ongoing thought process of what and how to obtain the proper
length needles in place in the pre-hospital setting.
°

Porter will add VBEMS 4 cases to the April agenda. Will send the cases to Virginia Beach EMS for
them to pull and review the cases for the April meeting.

°

Forrrest Winslow presented to the group what information that Lisa Bono provided to the department;
he had delved deeper into the data and investigated more about the patients and the data provided
explaining and giving more about the initial data set. Presentation revolved around the over and
under triage rates that was identified along with the obtained vitals versus what was reported by the
State in their original Trauma report given to the regional councils. Addressed many of the problems
that were identified with explanation and plan to address all that were identified. Trauma Facts sheet
that was sent to the CFD supervisors.

Dates to remember located at www.tidewaterems.org

The next meeting of the EMS Performance Improvement Committee will be April 9, 2015 @ 1630
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